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Full-color cartoons
and kid-friendly text
teach kids the basics
of polite behavior in
all kinds of situations.

For

Good manners. Not just for "Rr:é:i::e
stuck-ups and suck-ups

Minneapolis, MN——Manners. Who needs them? Everyone—especially kids because
the sooner they get in the good manners mind-set, the better off they’ll be for success
in school, at home, and everywhere in life.

DUDE, THAT’S RUDE! (GET SOME MANNERS) (Free Spirit Publishing, $8.95) will get kids
caring about manners by adeptly answering the question, “What’s the big deal about
manners, anyway?” in a way that’s appealing, relatable, and funny. Make that
hilarious!

Kids will learn Power Words to use and P.U. Words to avoid, why their family
deserves their best manners, how to yawn, how to burp, how to meet new people, how
to treat a guest and be one, the right ways to use phones (including cellphones), school
manners, mall manners, body manners, potty manners, the Top Ten Table Manners,
and the essentials of e-tiquette (politeness online).

Although definitely not the Manners Police, authors Pamela Espeland and Elizabeth
Verdick do help kids understand that manners are not rules to make life miserable or
a labyrinth of silly secret codes for snobs. Manners make life more pleasant and are
personally beneficial since people who know how to handle themselves are more likely
to get what they want. DUDE, THAT’S RUDE! shows kids how manners can help them get
ahead, gain respect, and feel good about themselves. Funny full-color illustrations
keep kids entertained on every page.

Today’s kids need manners more than ever. DUDE, THAT’S RUDE! makes it fun and easy
to get some.
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cellphone Manners e Don't interrupt a face-to-face conversation to
Too bad cellphones don’t come with manners manuals. answer your phone. The person you're with is more
If they did, maybe there wouldn’t be so many rude important than the person who'’s calling. The only
cellphone users in the world. So you won’t be one of exceptions to this rule are Mom and Dad.

them, here’s a mini-manual of cellphone manners you

need to know. e If your phone has a camera, never take someone’s

picture without his or her permission.

e Learn how your cellphone works so you can turn it
off and on, adjust the ringtone volume, and set the e If your parents are paying for your cellphone, it's
ringer to vibrate. rude to run up a giant-sized bill. Know how many

minutes you can use each month, and keep track.

If you go over, offer to pay the difference, even if it

takes several months’ worth of your allowance.

e Use your regular voice. A lot of people talk MuCH
MORE [OuDLy on their cellphones than they need to.

e Remember that the people around you don’t need
to know all the details of your life.

e Just because you can bring your cellphone into the
bathroom doesn’t mean you should. Nobody wants
to hear you pee. Plus you could drop your phone in
the toilet.

e Turn off your phone in movie theaters, ? t/
libraries, restaurants, classrooms, houses
of worship, and other public places.

e Try not to keep other people waiting
while you talk on the phone.

Excerpts and interviews are available through Free Spirit Publishing.
Contact Amy Dillahunt at 612.746-6830 or dillahunt@freespirit.com
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About the Authors
Pamela Espeland and Elizabeth Verdick have written many books for children
and teens. They both live in Minnesota with their families and pets. They are

not the Manners Police, but they know the difference between good manners
and bad manners, and so do their children.
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Headquartered in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Free Spirit is the leading publisher
of learning tools that support young people’s social and emotional health. Free

Spirit’s mission is to help children and teens to think for themselves, succeed in
life, and make a difference in the world.



