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“A wonderful resource for teaching social values to all children.”
—Carol Cavanaugh, Kindergarten Teacher

“An excellent means of educating children about . . . social situations and expectations.”
—Mary Jane Weiss, Ph.D., Director, Douglass Developmental Disabilities Center,

Rutgers University
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Take Turns

This book is an ideal introduction to sharing. In simple words and engaging illustrations, it presents sharing as
a positive choice, then describes four ways to share. It points out that sharing goes beyond things: Children can
also share their knowledge, their creativity, and their time. What if they don’t want to share? Or if someone
won’t share with them? These topics are covered, too.
Made to be read aloud, this book also includes a special section for adults, with ways to reinforce the ideas
and skills being taught, questions to invite discussion, and sharing games to play.
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It’s fun to play and imagine.
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Sometimes when I play,
I want what other people have,
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or they want what I have.
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Ways to Reinforce the Ideas in Share and Take Turns
As you read each page spread, ask children:
• ∑ What’s happening in this picture?

Here are additional questions you might discuss:
Page 1
• ∑Why are these children having a good time?

Pages 2–3
• ∑Who could share in this picture? What could that person do?
• ∑Have you ever wanted to play with something another person was using? What happened?

Pages 4–11

• What are some things that you shouldn’t share? (Often medical or health reasons such as allergies dictate rules
about what should not be shared. For example, at school, children may be told not to share combs, hats, or food. At
home, children may be told not to drink from someone else’s cup. Be clear in this discussion about things that children
should not share and what they can say when someone asks them to share any of these things.)
• Have you ever shared something when it was hard to do? What happened? How did you feel? How did the
other person feel?
• Has anyone ever shared something with you even though it was hard to share? What happened? How did
you feel?
• What does it mean to be generous? (Children might suggest being kind, sharing, and being willing to let others
play with them or use their things. You might also discuss the opposite of being generous: being selfish. At the same
time, make it clear that while it’s good to be generous, no one is expected to be generous with everything all the time.)

Pages 28–29
• How do you decide to share or not share?
• Why is it important to think about others?

• ∑What is sharing?

Pages 30–31

• How are these children sharing?
• ∑What are some other things we (you) can share by dividing? use together? share by trading?
• How does taking turns help people get along? (Include in your discussion the idea of being fair. Also discuss
some situations where there may be several possible ways to share.)

Pages 12–15
• When have you shared something you know? Something you made?
• ∑When have you shared by helping someone or doing something for another person?
• ∑What are some ways you share at school (at home, outside, in other settings)?

Pages 16–21
• ∑What are some times you can offer to share with someone else? How can you offer? What can you say?
• What are some times you might ask someone to share with you? How can you ask? What can you say?
• What can you say if the person says yes?
• ∑What can you say if the person says no? What can you do instead? (In discussing ways to ask and offer, talk
about the importance of being friendly and polite. For example, instead of, “Gimme that book—I want it!” people are
more likely to want to share when asked, “Could I please see that?” or, “Will you be done soon? Can I use it then?”
Help children understand that being courteous when talking about sharing is a way to show respect.)

Pages 22–27
• When is it hard to share? Why is it hard?
• If you don’t want to share something, what can you say? What can you do?
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• Where are some places you can share?
• ∑Who are people you can share with? What can you share?
• ∑What are some special ways you can share? (Help children think about personalized ways they can share. Children
can share things they make, such as pictures, puppets, clay figures, or food. They can share ideas about ways to use
a toy or solve a problem. They can also share skills or talents—for example, by showing a younger sibling how to print
letters, or by singing or teaching others a song. The idea is to help children identify a range of ways to share and also
ways of sharing that are uniquely theirs.)

Sharing Games
Read this book often with your child or group of children. Once children are familiar with the book, refer to it
when teachable moments arise involving positive behavior or problems related to sharing and taking turns. Make
it a point to notice and comment when children share and take turns. In addition, use the following activities to
reinforce children’s understanding of how to share and take turns.

Ways to Share Game
Materials: Pictures of toys and small items cut from magazines and catalogs; bag to hold the pictures; whiteboard
with magnets, or 4 index cards

Level 1
Review pages 4–11 with your child or group of children, making sure they understand the different ways to share that
are described. Then have a child draw a toy from the bag. Ask: “How can you share this?” or “How can (child’s name)
share this?” Be open to more than one possible way to share the item. Follow-up questions you might ask include:
“Who could you share this with?” or “Is this something you would share?” Repeat with other toys from the bag.
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