
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
	 The Curse of the Too-Heavy Backpack  .  .  .  . 10
	 My Get-Organized Shopping List  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
	 How to Survive a Desk Disaster  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
	 How to Handle a Locker Shocker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28
	 Pssst . . .	  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
	 How to Manage Other Major Messes  .  .  .  .  . 32
	 Give Yourself Regular Checkups  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36
	 Use a Student Planner  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37

9 Great Reasons to Use a Student Planner  .  . 40
	 Plan to Manage Your Time  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

From Get Organized Without Losing It by Janet S. Fox, © 2006.  
Free Spirit Publishing Inc., Minneapolis, MN; 866-703-7322; www.freespirit.com.



	 After-School Scheduler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
	 Plan for Homework  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52
	 Homework Checklist  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54
	 Deal with Distractions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63
	 Plan to Be Ready for School Each Day  .  .  .  . 66

Is That Your Lunch Box or a Garbage Can?  .  . 69
	 Plan for Long-Term Projects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71
	 Long-Term Project Planner  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76
	 Plan to Learn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 80
	 Pssst . . .	  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 86
	 Memory Tips and Tricks  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 87
	 Plan to Stay Organized Day-by-Day  .  .  .  .  .  . 92

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 93

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 99
	 For Kids  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 99
	 For Parents and Teachers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 102

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 105

From Get Organized Without Losing It by Janet S. Fox, © 2006.  
Free Spirit Publishing Inc., Minneapolis, MN; 866-703-7322; www.freespirit.com.



hich of these statements is true for you?

My desk at school and locker are neat and tidy. 
There’s a place for everything. I can always 
find what I need.

My desk and locker are kind of messy. I can 
usually find what I need, but it might take a 
while.

My desk is a disaster and my locker is a 
shocker.
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 you 
can probably skip this part 
of the book. Take a bike 
ride, listen to music, read 
a book, call a friend, or go 
invent something.

Stay put and keep reading. 



Is your desk at school a disaster? Is your school locker a 
shocker? Do you spend tons of time looking for things you 
need to do your schoolwork or homework?

This book is full of you-can-do-it ways to manage your desk, 
your locker, and other major messes (like your backpack). Look 
inside to learn how to:

•  put your stuff in order (so you can find it when you 
need it)  •  manage your time (so you can free up more for 
fun)  •  plan for homework and long-term projects  •  take 
better notes  •  deal with distractions  •  and more

You’ll find helpful tips, memory tricks, useful tools, and silly 
pictures. You’ll even learn the secrets of getting ready for school 
each day. Hey, it’s better than running for the bus while wearing 
your pajamas. 

Don’t worry: You won’t turn into Super-Organized-Perfect-Kid. 
You will have less stress and more success—in school, at home, 
and in life. 

is a writer, scientist, wife, mother, and avid 
gardener. She teaches middle school and high school English 
in Texas.
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